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AIDS, Stigma, and Intimate Partnership Violence

Shun-Yuan Fan
Social Worker, Persons with HIV/AIDS Rights Advocacy Association of Taiwan

Abstract

Through the working experiences, the author proposes three ways of helping the patients with HIV/AIDS in
the IPV: communication and coordination, to avoid being alone and make good use of resources, and legal means
(such as collecting evidences). In addition, education about intimate relationship and HIV/AIDS human rights is lack
in Taiwan society. Most importantly, IPV happening is quite related to HIV/AIDS discrimination and stigma; thus,
decriminalization of HIV/AIDS becomes important issues in legal and policy.

It aims to depict the ways in which intimate partnership violence (IPV) among HIV/AIDS patients works,
through the author’s work experiences in Persons with HIV/AIDS Rights Advocacy Association of Taiwan.
Literature concerning about IPV in Taiwan mostly concentrate on heterosexual relationship or marriage.
Homosexual IPV empirical studies are quite a lack, although cohabitating relationships (gay or leshian couples also)
included in the “Domestic Violence Prevention Act.” In addition, the relationship between HIV/AIDS and IPV has
never been discussed. Therefore, this article aims to explore preliminarily: (1) what kinds of IPV people living with
HIV/AIDS are facing; (2) how the IPV influences people living with HIV/AIDS; (3) how the practitioners help
people living with HIV/AIDS to cope with the IPV.

“Partnership based on unfamiliar both” and “different cognitions of the end of partnership” are the main
causes of IPV for people living with HIV/AIDS. The behavior patterns of IPV in HIVV/AIDS relationship are mainly
physical and sexual violence, mental violence with stigma and discrimination from sexual identity, emotional
violence, and legal means. Unlike other IPV, HIV/AIDS is one of the IPV behavior patterns, in which one is
threatened with exposure of HIV/AIDS, due to its social discrimination and stigma. After the exposure of
HIV/AIDS, one’s rights to work, to schooling, and to use medical resources, will be damaged. More importantly, the
“intentional transmission” in “HIV Infection Control and Patient Rights Protection Act” often becomes a tool to
revenge at the end of the intimate relationship, irrelevant to the purpose of “prevention to the disease” instead.

Through the working experiences, the author proposes three ways of helping the patients with HIVV/AIDS in
the IPV: communication and coordination, to avoid being alone and make good use of resources, and legal means
(such as collecting evidences). In addition, education about intimate relationship and HIV/AIDS human rights is lack
in Taiwan society. Most importantly, IPV happening is quite related to HIV/AIDS discrimination and stigma; thus,

decriminalization of HIV/AIDS becomes important issues in legal and policy.

Key word: HIV/AIDS, discrimination, stigma, intimate partnership violence (IPV), human
rights
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